THE   QUESTING   BEAST
you give us the signed guarantee.    Otherwise you have not
fulfilled your promise."
" I am ready to keep my promise, but my colleagues do
not agree to do so."
Karo was annoyed.
" But were you not speaking on their behalf, then? "
he asked.
The French dragoman intervened.    " If you had not
committed that mad act yesterday, to-day the blood of your
people would not have flown in Constantinople."
Karo's heart sank.
" Do you mean to say there were further massacres to-
day? " he asked slowly.
" Worse than yesterday, owing to your folly," was the
cold reply.
Karo turned to M. Maximov,
"Is this true? "he asked.
" Unfortunately, yes."
" And your promise as a Christian? "
" Against all my efforts I was unable to stop it, but I
have great hope that to-morrow it will quieten."
The gallant Armenian band had been fooled by
European diplomacy.
The Gironde came alongside; all pretence at decent treat-
ment went by the board. Forcibly disarmed and man-
handled, the actors in one of the bravest feats of modern
times were pushed on board, and at six p.m. the ship left
Galata; the cries of massacred Armenians still, after all they
had gone through, rising faintly on the breeze.
With Karo in this fight were four Armenians who
live in their people's hearts; Vramian, who was invited in
1915 by the Vali of Van to dine and was poisoned at the
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